Holidey Happenings

ALLOWEEN

Using Special-Qccasion Cultural Materials in
Lauguage 2kills Activities

by Ceach or Learn Language with
Special-Occasion (Dafterials ?

Almost everyone likes holidays! Traditionally, educators of
children and second-language learners use special occasions as
pedagogical opportunities to teach cultural history and customs.
Children sing songs, create holiday handicrafts, eat special foods, and may even dress up in
costumes. In secondary and adult schools, English-as-a-Second-Language students read about
the history and meanings of holidays. They learn related vocabulary. In speaking, they might
compare North American celebrations and customs with similar (or quite different) ones in
their native cultures. Such activities can be pleasant diversions from the “sameness” of everyday
language lessons—instruction in oral and written language skills (listening, speaking, reading,
and writing), as well as in pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary. However, they can also be
pedagogic time wasters—social events or entertainment with minimal educational value.

Especially in courses with a required curriculum to cover or a specified language proficiency
level for students to achieve, there may not be time for “extra” holiday lessons or activities.
Under such circumstances, it makes sense to use information about holiday culture and
customs as language teaching and learning vehicles. By substituting special-occasion materials
for textbook chapters or standard supplements, learners can still cover or master the objectives
of the mandatory language-skills curriculum. At the same time, in motivating change-of-pace
lessons, they acquire and communicate cultural knowledge, expediting language acquisition.

The suggested activities and lamguage-learning steps in this book cam be used with material on any common North
American or international holidey. All the offered informeation aud vocabulary, however, applies specifically to
Halloween (@ctober 31 in the U.5.), All Saiuts’ Day, and the Doy of the Dead (November | & R in Hispanic

cultures). Feel free to duplicate and distribute auy or all of the holiday meterials in this book for your own
educational purposes. AJapi (shorten, leugil-en, or clumge) them for your parﬁculu gul: aud 'Ieuluiug or leamiug

situation. As you become experieuced in 'Ieulliug or learuing about lwliJag:. you may want to do additioual research.

You may wish 1o create, or have participants create, even better reusable materials of your owm. For more reproJuiUe

special-occasion material, see the other “Holiaag Hoppenings” books Lg Authors & Editers.

© Authors &Editors, 10736 Jefferson Blvd. #604, Culver City CA 90230. info @2learn-english.com 3

p
.



ow fto Ceach or Learn with boliday (Daterials

Special-occasion information and materials are excellent vehicles for

instruction in or acquisition of both oral and written language skills. Nearly

all classroom or group activities integrate two or more of the four language

abilities—listening comprehension, speaking (including pronunciation),
reading, and writing. Even so, many language activities require or motivate participants to make
more use of one skill than others. Some lessons emphasize grammar or vocabulary. For
pedagogical effectiveness or convenience, in what order should various kinds of holiday
material be presented? And how can they be taught or learned most effectively?

For conveying information about a special occasion, reading activities are probably the most
efficient. By applying proven effective-reading strategies, participants acquire and practice
essential reading-comprehension skills—gerting the main points, understanding important
details, organizing info, communicating data in summary form. They also learn and remember
what is interesting and useful about the content—in this case, the history and meaning of the
holiday, its symbols and customs, and related cultural practices and attitudes. Reading materials
are also effective assessment instruments (tests and quiz games). Learners can demonstrate their
mastery of newly-acquired knowledge and their reactions to it orally and/or in writing.

Vocabulary is often taught in the context in reading, In addition, vocabulary exercises and
games enable learners to focus on the properties of new words and phrases—their parts of
speech, definitions, and their appropriate use in context. Because of the images it evokes,
holiday vocabulary is often fun to learn. More serious students can “go beyond the context” of
special-occasion words and phrases to improve their general vocabulary proficiency.

Whether they are solemn or frivolous, nearly all special occasions are social events. It follows,
therefore, that learning about them should occur during interactive oral/ activities. These lessons
can include effective language-acquisition strategies and practice: showing interest, listening for
main points and important data, demonstrating comprehension through paraphrasing, asking
for repetition or clarification, pronouncing clearly (improving accent), presenting info and ideas
effectively, telling and retelling stories, communicating in groups, and the like.

The materials and instructions for use in this Holiday Heppenings: HALLOWEEN book are arranged
in an order that they are might be presented in coordinated community-college language-skills
courses. They are designed for participants with various educational goals, levels of language
proficiency, interests, motivation, and personalities.

What is most feasible, interesting, motivating, effective, and fun for your particular pedagogical
situation? How much time and which resources are available for instruction on this topic (this
special occasion)? Based on your answers to these questions, choose the sections and steps that
appeal to you most. As usual, you might want to adapt them to the particular needs and wants
of each year’s participants and their situations.

| Holiday Happenings: Halloween. Wsing Special-Qccasion Cultural Materials in Language Skills Activities



Holidey Hap}veﬁmg; &

& Reldég

Vld(=

i X | A
Getting the (Dain 10ea & Important Supporting Details of

Background Readings: Reading Levels, Materials Preparation, Instructions
for Use (The Most Common Individual Way, The Alternative Reading Kir Way,
Answer Key for Both Levels of Background Readings: Part One to Eight ).

.
£

8-9

Restating or Summarizing Reading (Daterial: The Written-Skills
Methodology, The Oral-Skills Methodology, the Information-Quiz Methodology.

ie

High-Beginning-Level Readings, with Comprehension Exercises: HALLOWFEN &
Related Occasions. PART ONE: How Halloween Began, PART Two: Why Halloween
Continued, PART THREE: How Halloween Came to America, PART FOUR: Halloween

Customs, PART FIVE: Halloween Today, PART Six: Halloween Fears, PART SEVEN: All
Saints’ Day, PART EIGHT: the Days of the Dead.

11-18

Intermediate-and-Above Readings, with Comprehension Exercises: HALLOWFEN &
Related Occasions. PART ONE: The Origin of Halloween, PART Two: Halloween Through the
Centuries, PART THREE: Halloween in America, PART FOUR: Halloween Superstitions, PART
Five: Today’s Halloween Culture, FART Six: The “Terror” of Halloween, FART SEVEN: Witches
and Their Helpers, PART EIGHT: Why People Love or Hate Halloween.

19-26

Using Rnowledge Quizses 6 Quis Games: Individual Paper-and-Pencil

Quizzes, the Design of the Knowledge Quizzes, Knowledge Quiz Games (The Path-Board Method, The
Accumulation-of-Points Method, The Score-Card Method).

27-32 &

High-Beginning & Intermediate—and-Above TRUE/FALSE Quizzes.

33-3k

High-Beginning & Intermediate—and-Above MULTIPLE-CHOICE Quizzes.

35-36

High-Beginning & Intermediate—and-Above WH-QUESTION Quizzes.

37-38

Answer Rey: High-Beginning + Intermediate-and-Above Correct Answers to TRUE-FALSE
Items with CHALLENGE Corrections to the FALSE Statements (pp. 33-34), Correct Answers to
MULTIPLE-CHOICE Items with Suggestions for True Statements with the Wrong Choices (pp.

35-36), Suggested Short Answers to WHQUESTIONS with Sample Essay Answers (pp. 37-38).
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39-kk
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Vocabulary Learning in Context: Figure Out Meaning from Context, Check | %5-51
Guesses at Meaning, Fill-in-the-Blanks, Complete or Make a “Vocabulary-from-
Context Chart, Learn Vocabulary with a Dictionary. Multi-Level VOCABULARY-IN-

] CONTEXT Reading: SAMHAIN, THE FIRST HALLOWFEN " (High-Beginning
VOCABULARY-IN-CONTEXT-MATCHING Exercise, Multi-Level FILL-IN-THE-BLANK
VOCABULARY Exercise, Multi-Level VOCABULARY-FROM-CONTEXT CHART).

Vocabulary Learning with Related Words: Complete the Chart, Check | 5&-53
Responses, Do Ir Yourself: Intermediate-and-Above RELATED WORDS OF
DIFFERENT PARTS OF SPEECH CHART.

Answer Rey: Answers to Vocabulary Skills Activities on pages 48-53 | 5k-55

Vocabulary Learning with Pu33les: Kinds of Vocabulary Puzzles, How to | 56-65
Use Vocabulary Puzzles: High-Beginning and Multi-Level WORD-SEARCH PUZZLE
(page 57), CROSSWORD PUZZLES (page 58), REBUS PUzZLE (page 59), LETTER-
COMBINATION PUZZLES (page 60), PHRASE-BOX PUZZLES (page 61), SCRAMBLED-
WORD PUZZLES (page 62) all with Vocabulary on HaLLoween & Related Occasions.

Vocabulary Learning with Picture Games: ONE, TWO, OR THREE | 63-71
ITEM GAME, (page 66), PICTURE-GRID TIC-TAC-TOE (page 67), TWO-OR-MORE-
IN—A-ROW(page 67), WHOLE-GROUP BINGO (page 67), LOTTO OR BINGO (page 68),

FOUR-OF-A-KIND PICTURE-CARD GAMES (page 69): (SPEED MATCHING: page 70,
CONCENTRATION: page 70, PASS THE CARD, PLEASE: page 71, THE GAME OF “SAME™ page 71).

Vocabulary List: For PICTURE-GRIDS. Four 16-BOX PICTURE GRIDS Multi- | 22-27
Level PICTURE-PATH GAME, TIC-TAC-TOE GAME, ITEM-DESCRIPTION GAME,
BINGO GAME, The Backs of Cards: HarLLowren & Related Occasions.
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Getting the Point (the (Dain Events) of Stories: Multi-Level Classic
GHOST STORY for Listening Comprehension: 7he Wopkey's Paw, by W. W. Jacobs.

Celling 6 Retelling Short, Short Stories: (page 85).Story | = The | 85-91
Viper. Story 2= The Hook Story 3= Room for One More. Story 4 - High Beame.
Story 5 = The Hitchhiker. Story 6 = Goodbye, Mother.
Sentence Strips and Comprehension Quizzes: Steps to Follow: How to Make « | 92-96
™ Ghost Costume. Common Superstitions in American Culture for Halloween and All Year.
Information-Gap Activities: Versiens Oue & Two: How to Make | 92-99
Candied (Taffy) Apples, How to Make Popcorn Balls.
Sequenced Oral Presentations: How topPrediet Your Romaplis future, How to | 10@-103
Makg a fack-e-Larterss, HALLOWEEN SPIRITS
(Dore Speaking Activities: Progressive Story Telling, Holiday Humor, | 10%-1@5
Holiday Headlines, Holiday Issues. B
Holiday Happenings: HALLOWEEN & Related Qccasions. The Most | 106

Peclagogica"g'-l’e:iecl Metericl Available on the Special-Qccasion -l;pic!
— S

19584 SIDNEY HARRNIS

¥ PREDICT THAT YOU WILL HAVE AN ENGAGING, MOTIVATING, STIMULATING, HAPPY,
FUN HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE WITH THE IDEAS, INSTRUCTIONS, AND CLASSROOM MATERIALS
IN THIS BOOK, HALLOWEEN & RELATED OccAsIons, 1ISBN 1-821077-Q6-6. You
WILL TEACH AND LEARN REARING, VOCABULARY-ACQUISITION, LISTENING,
PRONUNCIATION, AND SPEAKING STRATEGIES. YOU WILL BE ABLE TO TAKE MAXIMUM
ADVANTAGE OF YOUR EDUCATIONAL TIME AND ENERGY. WITH WELL-RESEARCHED
HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL INFORMATION, YOU WILL BECOME AN EXPERT IN THE
SPECIAL-OCCASION TOPIC. YOU WILL KEEP AND MAKE MULTI-LEVEL, MULTI-FACETED
USE OF THIS BOOK YEAR AFTER YEAR., AND YOU WILL BECOME INTERESTED IN OTHER
HOLIDAY AND CONTENT TOPICS AS LANGUAGE-LEARNING AND TEACHING VEHICLES.
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